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Evolution of an unprecedented self-image in renaissance era?

Abstract: In this paper the commonsensical presumption of modern origins
of self-portrait and autobiography is critically analyzed. By reference to
premodern forms of self-expression in non-European cultures we may claim a
global and historically ancient pattern of representing the subject in aesthetic
creations and literal narratives. Although these forms of self-expression in
European culture seems to be new and modern, in Persian, Egyptian and Asian
civilizations they seem to be more common and ancient than it is usually assumed.

Keywords: image, self-image, self-portrait, biography, autobiography,

story, narrative, enlightenment, Italian renaissance, subject.
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